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For four months, The Tribune's Pullizer-Prize-winning
Task Force investigated Chicago's 10 largest and most suc-
cessful slumlords., This article, the third in a series, deals
with the e ire put together during the last few years on
the North Side by the Gutman brothers

The series was prepared and written by David Young,

Force director, and reporters Pamela Zekman, Jerry

The Gutman brothers, Leon [left), Herman [cen-
nd Max.
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In one case, Max Gutman
explained to the surprised for-
mer owners, who by law are
required to agree to the q
claim, that the neighborhoo
had become so dangerous and

lding so expensive that

gravation and strain on

nervous systems would fill
volumes."”

The s then moved
their operations to Uptown
where they now preside over
dozens of rotting, rat-infested
buildings. The weekly rents
they personally collect for
sparsely furnished apartments
are sometimes more expensive
than apartments on nea
Lake Shore Drive.

They commute daily from
their comfortable Northwest
Side homes to oversee their
empire. Much of it is like a
fortress with heavy, wire-
backed doors and lobbies of

r ! k rds | forbidding cages in which ten-
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THEIR TACTICS of neglect
—the winters withoul heat, the
dreaded spur of the moment

| evictions--have made the Gut-

mans and their wrath infa
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mous among the denizens of
Uptown.

“gf I'd known this was 3
Gutman building 1 wouldn't
have moved bere,” sald Mrs.
Geraldine Shirely, now a ten-
ant Yor the third time in 2
Gutman-owned slum. “But 1
don't know where to look for
another apartment. Gutman
owns them all.”

Tenants' hatred for the Gut-
mans is at least matched by
the Gutmans’ disdain for their
tenants, mostly white Appa-
lachians and American Indi-
ans. They deny responsibility
for the deadly hazards that fill
thelr slum buildings, as €x
pressed by Max Gutman's
statement to reporters: “Eth-
{cs Is for you guys. You can't
use ethics out bere.”
of inter-

the workings
chine, They found it powered
by greed, Jubricated with arro-
gance, and producing despair,
hatred, and buman degrada-
ton.

An occasional by-product is
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vine. A Tribune reporter ving
there was told, “She [Jenni-
fer] was hit on the head with

@ bottle and carried o the ele- ‘

vator, They weee il drunk.

They're Indlans, You Know."”
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have continued to board up
fire doors and block _exits,
some~with barbed wire, to
maintain security.

AFTER STEIN DIED, the
building on Clarendon Avenue
still had interior fire escapes
boarded up at ground level.
Exterlor iron ladders emptied
into a U-shaped courtyard and
were blocked by a 10-foot hur-
ricane fence. At 922 W. East-
wood Av. barbed wire strung
across the fire escape kept
vandals out and residents in.

«1t. was to keep people
going up on the, roof and
throwing rocks,” Herman Gut-
man explained. “‘Besides, no
one ever told me it was & vio-
lation.”
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puild and not destroy,” Her-
man Gutman. sald. “We are
making a llving. T am interest-
ed in the challenge of manag-
ing and sometimes 1 can make
a few dollars.”

AS A RESULT of city and
community pressure, the Gut-
mans began/a-clean-up cam-
paign in maény of their build-
ings. The effort quickly was
dubbed a farce by Rising Up
Angry and the charge was

‘echoed by numerous tenants.
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trom | little girl [Jennifer Kalmakoff] |
Murray |
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Gutman claimed his paint I'm ruined, I'm ruined,” be | threw them back. Quickly

\w”,ﬂ the polson: “You know sobbed as be leaned against a | turning meek, Gutman said,
wall outside the courtroom. “] just want to show you this

| where they get it? They lthe
\‘cmldren] eat dog— [ma-l
nure).”

“I'll lose .everylhhg,
house, my family.”

His wife, meanwhile, tried to
convince those around ber that
Gutman wasn't at fault.

“My husband's going to
have a heart attack,” Estelle
| per bad been painted over re- Gutman said. “I know they'll

peatedly and was curled and | drive him to it. He tries to fix
peeling {rom baseboards and | things.”
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A TRIBUNE reporter osten-
'sibly seeking an apartment
! for his family, which includes
a 5-year-old boy, found wallpa-

BUT THAT, perhaps, was
best described by a long-time
of Gutman.

“You're impossible to talk
to,” the associate told Herman
Gutman during a recess in the
case. “You're only interested
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The Hennigers were both an-
esthesiologists who worked to-
gether in an office near Baylor
Hospital. Mrs. Henniger was
in critical condition and her
only surviving child, John, 7,
iwas in seriong condition. The
children killed were John's
twin brother Mark, Mary

Frances, 9, and Teresa, 6.
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